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Report dated Tuesday, October 22 (Position N40 06 389; W74 02 604, Manasquan, New Jersey)

We spent Sunday and Monday (Oct. 20 & 21) sightseeing.  Ron went up the Empire State Building Sunday morning.  Then we visited "Ground Zero", Chinatown, and Little Italy.  Late that afternoon, we met Ken and Arnett who showed us St. Patrick's Cathedral, Rockefeller Center, and Grand Central Station before they took us to dinner in Chinatown.  Monday we attended the 66th opening of the skating rink at Rockefeller Concourse.  We stood in the cold for 45 minutes so we could have a good view of the opening ceremonies.  Ron was happy he got to see Elvis Stoiko (the famous Canadian skater & Olympic medalist, I can't spell) perform a brief program.

We left 79th Street Boat Basin at daybreak, with a perfect weather outlook for the day, but cold.  It was only 8 deg. Celsius when we left and didn't climb past 14.  Just 45 minutes after we left we lost helm steering and had to put on the tiller.  I'd been expecting such an eventuality, so we'd been keeping the tiller just inside the companion way.  Since our weather window closes Friday, we've decided to keep going with the tiller, until we get to Cape May, NJ, before we try to fix it again, since we'll likely be stalled there anyway for a gale that might be coming Saturday.  We motor sailed all day and traveled over 40 miles, anchoring around 16:00 in Manasquan River.  After the anchor was set, Ron looked down the helm with a flashlight and confirmed that it was those pesky hex screws that had let go again.

We'll be going to bed early tonight and leaving by daybreak.  Tomorrow is a big day, as it is some 50 nautical miles to Atlantic City, which is the preferred bay to spend tomorrow night.

Our plan is to enter the Intracoastal Waterway at Delaware Bay, unless forced to enter sooner (Atlantic City, for example).  But we'd rather stay outside until Delaware Bay because from here to the bay there are some very shallow areas that might give even us trouble.

Deborah

