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Report dated Saturday, October 19 (Position N40 47 254, W73 59 089; West 79th St. Boat Basin, New York City)

We finally arrived in New York City Tuesday (Oct. 15) after a calm trip in sunshine, although it was quite chilly when we left that morning (5 deg. Celsius).  We anchored off Liberty State Park, at the end of a channel right behind the Statue of Liberty.  (We thank Jutta and Heiko for pointing out this spot on our map.)  

From a weather point of view, Wednesday (Oct. 16) was simply dreadful.  Having learned of the impending bad weather the night before, we had decided to stay in a marina.  So at dawn we began to pull up the anchor in a driving cold rain with winds 15 to 20 knots.    The anchor was set so deeply, it took us about 20 minutes to get it loose (probably wouldn't have been that hard without strong winds).  We didn't have far to go upstream to the Liberty Harbor Marina, but it took us an hour anyway.  We sure appreciated the hot showers when we arrived, as we were a little chilled and soaked through.  We're going to have to keep an eye out for inexpensive rubber rain coats because the coats we have now are not meant for heavy constant rain.  After an hour or so, Deb's soaks through.  But generally she's been warm enough, what with her long underwear, thermal socks, and various fleece shirts and sweaters.  At least our rain pants work well.  We've been sleeping nice and toasty warm in the saloon birth with our wilderness camping sleeping bags for the last week because there is too much condensation in the V birth, and the cotton bedding would be too cold and uncomfortable.

It rained all day Wednesday, but we made the best of it.  We took the subway into downtown Manhattan to visit the "West Marine" store for charts and miscellaneous boat supplies.  We couldn't find a chart book for the whole intracoastal, so we just bought one chart to cover the New Jersey coastline until Cape May.  Hopefully the West Marine store there will have what we're looking for.

We then went to the famous department store "Macey's" to meet up with a friend Deb worked with at Bombardier for over ten years, Ken Morin.  We sat in coffee shops catching up on news for a couple of hours then took a walk to Times Square so Ron could see it lit up at night.  On the way we went into the HUGE "Toys R Us" store.  It must be the biggest toy store location in the world (110,000 square feet).  Three floors, with a 60-foot ferris wheel right through the middle of the building.  Deb took a picture of a giant animatronic T-Rex dinosaur at the Jurasic Park toys display which we will send to her young nephew, Kevin.  It finally stopped raining by the time we came out of the metro and walked back to the boat around 20:30.

Thursday morning we went to a nearby mall and did a huge load of groceries; we filled our two backpacks and still had four bags to carry.  Late in the afternoon we went back to our anchorage off Liberty State Park.  Before supper we rowed to the boat launch, tied up, and took a little walk.  But there was nothing of interest nearby.

We decided to take advantage of the warmer sunny weather Friday (Oct. 18) to dismantle the helm.  Our wheel helm has been very stiff this past week, and we wanted to see if we could fix it.  Unfortunately we spent the whole day taking it apart and putting it back together a few times only to discover that the push-pull cable assembly is the likely culprit.  The assembly we need is back-ordered and could take months.  Ron's only remaining idea is to remove the entire cable assembly, stretch it out on shore, and try to pull it in and out and clean it up in hopes it will make it slide more easily.  A very discouraging prospect we are not ready to face as long as it does not worsen.

We wanted to visit NYC some more, but we didn't feel comfortable leaving our dinghy all day at the boat launch.  So we left our anchorage at 07:00 this morning (Oct. 19) and proceeded to the 79th Street Boat Basin to take a mooring ball ($15/night).  With only a short distance to row, we can tie up the dinghy at the marina's docks.  Everything we need (subway station, groceries, laundromats, etc.) is a short walk away.  Unfortunately they don't have any amenities.

On arrival this morning, we set off through lovely Central Park to the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  What a magnificent museum.  We were there from 10:00 to 16:30, and still hadn't covered it all.  Deb's favorite part was their collection of 19th century European paintings and sculpture, especially those of Monet, Degas, Renoir and Van Gogh.  It was wonderful to see in person many of the Impressionists' masterpieces we've seen in books and sold in stores.  Ron's favorite section was the "European Sculpture and Decorative Arts".

The high winds are forcasted to continue for the next two days, so we're going to stay here until at least Tuesday morning.  Tomorrow we'll do more sightseeing and will likely visit the Empire State Building.

